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DETAILED ACTION 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has 
been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on July 17, 2008 has been entered. Claims 1, 4 and 7 
have been amended. Claims 1-9 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed July 1 7, 2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues that the art on record fails to teach "detecting means ... for 
detecting a location of the personal identification information transmitter." Examiner disagrees. 

Examiner would point out that Gutta et al. (US 2002/0125993 A1 ) teaches detecting 
means for detecting personal identification information received from a personal identification 
information transmitter of a person and detecting a location of the personal identification 
information transmitter (i.e., note that detecting step includes detecting location of the individual 
that has transmitted the personal identification information, paragraphs 0015-0017, 0030, 0031, 
0034 and 0036). Examiner would further point out that the art on record teaches the claim 
limitations and therefore the rejection is respectfully maintained. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gutta et al. 

US 2002/0125993 A1 (hereinafter Gutta) in view of Logan et al. US 6,199,076 B1 (hereinafter 

Logan). 

As per claims 1 and 7, Gutta teaches an electronic device controlling apparatus 
comprising: 

a communication unit for communicating with electronic devices [paragraphs 0027-028]; 

storing means for storing personal identification information and personal information in 
correspondence with each other [paragraphs 0031, 0034 and 0035]; 

detecting means for detecting personal identification information received from a 
personal identification information transmitter of a person and detecting a location of the 
personal identification information transmitter (i.e., note that detecting step includes detecting 
location of the individual that has transmitted the personal identification information, paragraphs 
0015-0017, 0030, 0031, 0034 and 0036); 

searching means for searching said storing means for said personal information 
corresponding to said personal identification information detected by said detecting means 
[paragraphs 0034 and 0035]; and 

controlling means which, based on said personal information searched for by said 
searching means, causes said communication unit to transmit a control signal to the electronic 
device installed in the detected location [paragraphs 0032 and 0035]. Gutta further teaches 
storing personal identification information and personal information in correspondence with each 
other [paragraphs 0031, 0034 and 0035]. However, Gutta is silent on personal information 
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including personal preference information and priority information. Within the same field of 
endeavor, Logan teaches storing personal information that includes personal preference 
information and priority information, searching personal information and priority information (i.e., 
priority value, assigned level of interest) and controlling based on personal information and the 
priority information, and providing service according personal preference information and priority 
information [column 9, lines 10-24, column 10, lines 29-54 and column 22, line 40-column 23, 
line 6]. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to employ the teachings of Logan within the system of Gutta in order to 
further provide personalized service and enhance usability of the system. 

As per claim 4, Gutta teaches an electronic device controlling system comprising: 

an electronic device installed in each of one or a plurality of rooms [paragraph 0036]; 

an electronic device controlling apparatus which is connected to said electronic device 
installed in each of said one or said plurality of rooms and which is capable of controlling said 
electronic device [paragraphs 0036, 0037]; and 

personal identification information transmitting means which is furnished in each of said 
one or said plurality of rooms and which transmits to said electronic device controlling apparatus 
personal identification information about a person having entered in any one of said one or said 
plurality of rooms [paragraphs 0036-0038]; 

wherein said electronic device controlling apparatus includes: a communication unit for 
communicating with said electronic devices [paragraphs 0036-0037]; 

a reception unit for receiving said personal identification information from said personal 
identification information transmitting means furnished in each of said one or said plurality of 
rooms [paragraphs 0036-0037]; 
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detecting means for detecting a location of the personal identification information 
transmitter (i.e., note that detecting step includes detecting location of the individual that has 
transmitted the personal identification information, paragraphs 0015-0017, 0030, 0031, 0034 
and 0036); 

storing means for storing said personal identification information and said personal 
information in correspondence with each other [paragraphs 0031, 0034 and 0035]; 

searching means for searching said storing means for said personal information 
corresponding to said personal identification information detected by said reception unit 
[paragraphs 0034, 0035 and 0037]; and 

controlling means which, based on said personal information searched for by said 
searching means, causes said communication unit to transmit a control signal to the electronic 
device installed in the room detected by said detecting means [paragraphs 0038-0040]. 

Gutta further teaches storing personal identification information and personal information 
in correspondence with each other [paragraphs 0031, 0034 and 0035]. However, Gutta is silent 
on personal information including personal preference information and priority information. 
Within the same field of endeavor, Logan teaches storing personal information that includes 
personal preference information and priority information, searching personal information and 
priority information (i.e., priority value, assigned level of interest) and controlling based on 
personal information and the priority information, and providing service according personal 
preference information and priority information [column 9, lines 10-24, column 10, lines 29-54 
and column 22, line 40-column 23, line 6]. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to employ the teachings of Logan within the 
system of Gutta in order to further provide personalized service and enhance usability of the 
system. 
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As per claims 2, 3, 5, 6, 8 and 9, Gutta further teaches the device wherein said storing 
means stores the personal identification information and personal information about a plurality 
of persons as well as priority information about each of said plurality of persons, and wherein 
said controlling means transmits to said electronic device the control signal based on the priority 
information corresponding to the personal identification information detected by said detecting 
means [paragraphs 0034-0035]. Further, Logan teaches storing personal information that 
includes personal preference information and priority information, searching personal 
information and priority information (i.e., priority value, assigned level of interest) and controlling 
based on personal information and the priority information, and providing service according 
personal preference information and priority information [column 9, lines 10-24, column 10, 
lines 29-54 and column 22, line 40-column 23, line 6]. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to BEEMNET W. DADA whose telephone number is (571 )272-3847. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (9:00 am - 5:30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Y. Vu can be reached on (571 ) 272-3859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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